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patrol, Mass6na ordered everything to be got ready for
crossing the marsh at daybreak the next morning, in order
to take the enemy's right wing in rear. Plenty of fascines
were constructed during the night, and the 8th corps, with
part of the 9th, marched in silence towards Nave de Avel,
Ferey's division remaining before Onoro, which was still
occupied by the enemy.

At daybreak on May 5 a company of light infantry,
slipping through the willows and the reeds, crossed the marsh
noiselessly, and, passing the fascines along, filled up the bad
places, which turned out to be much fewer in number than
we had supposed. Don Julian and his guerrillas, deeming
themselves secure behind the marsh, kept such a bad watch
that our people found them asleep and killed some thirty of
them. All the rest of the band, instead of keeping up a
smart fire, if only to warn the English, took to its heels and
fled beyond the Turones, and Don Julian, brave as he was,
could not keep his undisciplined soldiers in ha,nd. Profiting
by Wellington's negligence, our troops hastened to cross the
marsh, and we had on the other side four divisions of infantry,
all Montbrim's cavalry with several batteries, and were in
possession of Nave de Avel before the English found it out.
This was one of the finest movements which Mass6na ever
devised, the last flicker of an expiring lamp.

By our passage of the marsh the enemy's right was
completely out-flanked, and Wellington's situation became
extremely difficult. Not only had he to execute a huge
change of front to meet those of our divisions which were-
occupying Nave de Avel and Pozo Velho, but he was
compelled to leave part of his troops before Fuentes d'Onoro
and Alam^da to check Erlon's and Beynier's corps, which
were making ready to cross the Dos Oasas and attack the
enemy during their evolutions. Lord Wellington had sa
fully believed his extreme right wing to .be sheltered by the
marsh, that he had ojily left a few cavalry scouts at that
point, but seeing that wing turned he made haste to send
forward towards, Pozo Yellbio the first infantry brigade that
cattxe to hand. This advanced guard was overthrown and
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